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. . PSALM 103. XVth and XVIth Versss. 
De Days of Man are but as Graſs: for he 


Aouriſbeth as a Flower of the Field; 


For as ſoon as the Wind goeth over it, it is gone : 
and the Place thereof ſhall know it no more. 


but too aptly fitted to awaken. in every 


7 \ 8 the fad Occaſion of this Solemnity is 
tender Mind, the ſofteſt Emotions; and 


in every good Mind, the moſt ſerious Reflections: 
So, for the regulating of the one, and for the 


improving of the other, it will be very proper 


to conſider, what Ends the Providence of Go 


15 


= 
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cr, which the Hand. of Gon, had. enriched with 


164) 


is indeed 1 chat the Weakneſs or the. Wicked- ; 
"neſs of Men hath too often perverted, ſuch, En- 
quiries to the baſeſt Purpoſes : And even that 
Shortneſs of our Life, which was defigned to be 
a Spur to a more exalted Virtue, hath been made 


not only an Excuſe, But an Argument for the 


wanton Jollity of ſome, a and for the abandoned 


Profaneſs of others. 
Bur certainly, to every Saen and chinking 
Perſon it. muſt be of vaſt Moment to reflect, 
for what. Reaſons it comes to paſs, that the Stay 
upon Earth of the very beſt Perſons is often of 
ſo ſmall Duration ? Why thoſe, who were adorn- 
ed with the moſt r Accompliſhments, and 
from whoſe, ſuperior Excellencies Mankind had 
juſtly conceived. The higheſt Expectations, ſhould 
yet ſo ſuddenly. diſappoint theſe fair Hopes; and 
be hurried. out. of the World, 3 as ſoon as 
they: were ſhown to. it? or. why (to. purſue the 
Alluſion in my Text) thoſe lovely Flow- 


the 
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6 
the Brighteſt Luftre: and diele out in the moſt 


Inviting Colours of Beauty ſhould yet in an 
Inſtant be ſnatched from our View ? So that zhe 
Min doth but go over them, and they are gone; : 


and the Place . ee hnow them 20 more; 
Ir might be a ſuthcient Anſwer to this Queſ- 


tion, — however nearly ſuch Loſſes may and 
ought to affect thoſe who ſurvive them, yet the 
Juſtice of Gop is amply vindicated in them. 
Gop, the Sovereign Author of the World, hath 
an undoubted Property in all his Creatures: Not 

only all that we have, but all that we are, is 
His: And as our very being i in the World is en- 
: tirely and only owing to his Bounty; ſo he hath. 
an eternal Right to call us out of it again, and 
to reſume the Bleſſing whenever he pleaſeth. 
The Evidence of this is founded in the Nature 
of Things; and flows clearly from tlioſe Re- 
lations, which muſt ſubſiſt between dependent ; 

Creatures and their Almighty Creator. 
Yer {till it muſt be confefled; that however 
„„ h ſtrong] * 
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ſtrongly this Truth may 8 itſelf to our Un- 
derſtandings, it appears very little fitted to work 
kindly upon our Affections: It ſeems indeed 
=: rather to be ſuch an Argument, as. might awe 
"208 us into a dumb and filent Submiſſion; than ſuch, 
alklTlãs might naturally call forth a vigorous and chear- 
ful Reſignation. Inſtead therefore of inſiſting 
upon thoſe Motives, which may be drawn from 
the Juſtice or the Power of Gop ; I ſhall point 
out to you ſome few Inſtances of that Comfort, 
which we may draw from his Goodneſs upon 
| theſe Occaſions: And when we have conſidered, 
to what excellent Purpoſes the early Death of 
ſuch Perſons may be applied; when we have 
examined, what important Advantages we may, 
and they certainly will receive by it; we ſhall 
ſoon be convinced, how kindly the great Lozp 
| of the Univerſe hath dealt with both: And how 
| well he hath provided at once for the Virtue of 
== thoſe who are ſtill left behind, and the Hap» 
5 _ of thoſe who have a gone before us. 
ll 5 | Now 
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No w, the early Death of ſuch Perſons, may 
be a moſt uſeful Leſſon to all thoſe, who are at- 


flicted by it, or will meditate upon it; as it di- . 0 
rectly points out to their View, the ſtron geſt In- 


ſtance of their own Mortality. We are all of us 
but too well inclined to amuſe our Hopes with the 
Proſpect of a long Continuance here: We look 
upon Life as a fixed and ſettled Period of Dura- 


tion: And meaſure our own Stay upon Earth, by 


the Standard of the longeſt Liver that we know. 
Fence it is, that the common Examples of Mor- 
tality paſs by us without any Impreſſion: we look 
upon them with a cool Unconcern : and tho we 
ſee a thouſand falling befide us, and ten thouſand 
at our right band; yet we ſtill flatter our ſelves, 
that it ſhall not come nigh Us. When the aged 
and infirm go down into the Grave, this is no 
more than what we expected. We conſider them, 
as Fruit, which had long hung ripe, or perhaps | 
mellowed upon the Trees. and are therefore very 

tile aui 9 Lad hr i drops at lf fe 
je "4 


riſhed. 


48) 


bene and Children, we conſider them but 


as Bloſſoms of the Spring; ſubject to be blown 


away by every Blaſt: and as our Hopes from 


them were very faint, ſo the Senſe of their Death 
is attended with very. feeble Impreſſions. But 

when we ſee Perſons ſnatched away at once in 
the full Prime of their Years; when we ſee Youth, 
and Health, and Vigour ſwallowed up in an In- 


. tant; then it is; that the Caſe becomes our own; 
and our Fears fink deep into us.: then we look 


upon the . deceaſed, as a Kind of other Self; 
and tremble and ſtart back for own Safety ; md 


| look up with a pious Wonder and Aſtoniſhment, 3 


how our weak Veſſel ſhould have weathered out 
a Storm, wherein ſo man L ſtronger ones had 5 


1 1 ed. to — Conch upon 
this Point. Every Man's own Conſcience will 


ſugg eſt to him, what Fruits ſuch Reflections as 


theſe are fitted to produce: and how naturally 


2 ee as reaſonably, he who hath ſober Ie 


bw \ of 


1 90 


N of leaving this World, will be led on to make 
Proviſion for another. 


SECONDLY: As the untimely Death of o- 
thers.is thus fitted to remind us of our own, fo 


hath it a natural Tendency to wean our Affecti- 


ons from this World, and to lift them far above 
it: thus diſpoſing us, the more eaſily and the 


more heartily to prepare for the happineſs of ano- 
ther Life, by lowering our Conceits, and recti- 
fying our Opinion of all that we found moſt deſi- 
| Table in This. The Bleſſings, which flow in upon 
us here, are fome of them ſo neceſſary, and all 
of them fo comfortable to us, that we are eaſily 
inclined to fix our Hearts upon them. And in- 


deed, conſidering the many Opportunities which 


they afford us, of giving Happineſs to our Fellow 


Creatures as well as to our ſelves, it is no Wonder 


if we are led very earneſtly to deſire them. We 
value them, and juſtly too, for being fo uſeful 
both to us and to others. But the Evil is, that 


we are apt alſo to value our ſelves too much upon 


them. How many have been ternpted to em ploy 


B them 


= — 
4 lem to bad We How many to wax ax proud, 
upon employing them to good ones? Even the 
moſt Innocent are yet in Danger of being betray- 
ed by them, at leaſt into Security, if not into 
Vice. How many good Men have been known 
to fink under the Weight of an unexpected Af- 1 
fluence? And thoſe, who had withſtood all the 
of the Seaſon, been ſeen to periſh by a too 
: . K. ous Gale? It is true, a very little Recol- 
legion might remove all theſe Dangers: but we 
will not ſtay to attend to it. In the Gaiety of our 
Hearts we have ſaid, Wie are all Gods : and there- 
— in Compaſſion to our Folly, the true Go 
ſeth to convince us, that we are all but Men. 
15 my Proſperity, ſays Holy David, T faid, I 
ſhall never be removed; Thou Lord of thy Good 
neſs hadft made my Hill ſo ſtrong ! But what 
follows in the very next Verſe? Thu didff turm 
thy Face from me, and I was troubled. And im- 
mediately after, comes in the proper Remedy : | 
Then cried ] unto the Lord, and gat me to my 
Logs 7 ght humbly. . And thus it is with the = 


Tt 11 * 
beſt af us. While the World ſmiles, and all our 


Affairs go ſmooth and eaſy, we are too apt to 
fancy, that the Bleſſings, which we have enjoyed 
ſo long, ſhall continue with us for ever; and in 
the fullneſs of our Abundance, if not to. forget 
 Gop, at leaſt to grow unmindful of Him. 

WX Ax a Stir is there made in the World, 
with our Parts, and our Beauty, and our Family, 
and our Friends, and our Fortune? Alas! A 
very few ſuch Inſtances, as we have now before 
us, would ſoon reduce all theſe Advantages to 
their proper Standard ; and ſhew us, how very 
little we were to depend upon them all.. If the 


Ez ' beſt Materials of what this World calls Happineſs 


had been able to. ſupport one goodly Frame, we 
had not now been aſſembled upon this melan- 
choly Occaſion. | 

AND, who now will vainly pride himſelf 
upon any, or upon all his outward Accompliſh- 
ments? - what avails it now to have been * 
ful, and lovely, and admired? to have had the 


| Joys and the | ont: and the Treaſures of the 
— 


| 412 
World in Poſſeſſion? to have grown up, with the 
Praiſes of the Wiſe; and the Eſteem of the Good, 
and the Love of all? furely upon this Occaſion 
we may well take up the Complaint of good Fob ; 


and ſay of every carthly Bleſſing, as he did of his 
Friends, © Miſerable Comforters are ye All |” 


Surely we may fay, that to. fet our Hearts upon 


. 


this World, and to put any Truſt in all its Glo- 


ries, is literally zo tale hold of the Staff of a bro- 
ken Reed; which will furely fail us when moſt 
we want its Affiſtance, and will * pierce both 
thro' the Hand, and the Heart of whoever lean- 
a0 on it. *\ 5 „F 
Fils we may all ſee: but few of us will be 
brought to believe it, until we feel it. And there- 


fore very often out of pure Mercy and Tender- 

neſs, Go p takes away from us thoſe Bleſſings; 
wherein we placed our greateſt Happineſs: that 

our own Experience may moſt ſenſibly convince 


us, how little reaſon we had to fix our Hearts 


| upon any cankly Enjoyment: that by ch 
wholeſome Severities, he may work us up to an 


entire 


1 23F 
entire Submiſſion to his Will, and a firm Depen- 
dance upon Him: that by tearing what we loved 
from us, he hay draw us ſtill nearer to Himſelf: 
and ina Word, that by making us feel the Vanity 
of all that this Life can afford us, he may the 
better prepare our Hearts, and aweaken our Af- 
fections, and quicken our Endeavours, to ſeek. 
court for that true and ſubſtantial Happineſs, which 
he at firſt deſigned us to partake of in another. 
Tus, I have pointed out two very obvious and 
important Uſes, which we may draw to our ſelves 
from the untimely Death of others. And, if to 
the common Circumſtances of Vouth, and Health, | 
and Strength, we will add thoſe Excellencies, 
which we have ſeen to ſhine out in ſuch Perſons, 
and whereof we have now before us a moſt con- 
ſpicuous Example ; this Argument from the Di- 
vine Goodneſs will be fo much the ſtronger : be- 
cauſe, the. farther the Opinion of ſuch Ex- 
cellencies ſpreads, the more will People be pre- 
pared for theſe good Impreſſions. A Young 
Fans, Dead, is Oey a proper Object of e our 


| moſt 


Behaviour, and a ſuitable Carriage underour pre- 


(74) 


moſt ſerious Contemplations. But where that 
young Perſon hath given a full Hope of being 
uſeful to Mankind; where we have received 
not only the Promiſe, but an Earneſt of good 


Actions ; there it becomes a general Loſs: and 


every one, who ſuffers by it, as he is Partner in : 


the Affliction, fo is he, by a ſerious and thought- 


: ful turn of Mind, prepared for thoſe Reflections, 
which will be moſt likely to turn it to his great- 
eſt Advantage. **˙'ie 


Lr me add, for the Sake of thoſe who are 
moſt nearly concerned in ſuch Misfortunes; that 
however ſevere ſuch Diſpenſations at firſt ſeem, 
it is always in our Power, and God hath put it 
in our Way, to.make them highly uſeful to us. 


| That tender Feeling, which gives ſuch. a ng io 


our Griefs; the Love of Solitude and Though 


; neſs; the Contempt of the World ; and the Re- 
| faſal of Comfort which attend them; are the 


ſure Ingredients of that Temper, which beſt diſ- 
poſes us for a proper Recollection of our paſt 


ſent 


( 15) 


| ſent Diſtreſs : ſo that the e Hand, which ad- 
miniſters to us the bitter Cup of Afflietion, points 
out alſo the ſure Way to make it a moſt heal- 
ing Medicine: and the ſame Severity, which makes 


us ſmart under the Divine Rod, puts us into the fit- 


teſt Temper for receiving Benefit by its Diſcipline. 
Ar thou therefore viſited with ſome ſore 
Calamity ? haſt thou loſt the Friend of thy Bo- 
fom ? or the Delight of thine Eyes? the Com- 
panion of thy Youth ? or the Hope of thine Age? 
Dreadful as theſe Tryals are, they will yet more 


immediately lead thee to look up to Go p, the 


Author of them: to conſider for what Wile pur- 
| Poſes he hath ordained them: to call to mind 
thy former Conduct: to ſtrengthen thy Faith: 
and to renew thy Repentance: and by an exem- 


. plary Patience, and an humble Reſignation, to 


work out for thy ſelf a full A. Maa even 


| an Eternal Wei ghe of Glory. 


I T com now in the ſecond Place, very briefly 
to ade out ſome of thoſe Advantages, which 
the early Death of virtuous Perſons brings to 
themſelves. „„ 5 As 


(36) 


As firſt : They are freed ſo much the f. ſoon- 
er from all the Troubles and Calamities, Which 
might attend them here. This we are all wil- 
ling enough to allow in the Caſe of ſuch as were 
poor, or deformed, or feeble. To them, we 
we count an early Death, an early Bleſling : 
but where Health and Strength have waited upon 
the Conſtitution ; where Beauty hath adorned 
it, and Riches flowed in upon it; there our No- 
tions are apt to alter; and we are hardly brought 
to conceive, how a Perſon, who hath all theſe 
Advantages, can be in danger of being miſerable. 
And yet there are ten tubing Inſtances, where= 
in every one of theſe Bleſſings, hath not only not 

prevented the fad Diſtreſs of thoſe who were 
poſſeſſed of them, but hath even contributed to 
it. We need not have recourſe to Hiſtory, 8 
the confirming of this truth: every Man's ow 
Experience may convince him. | 
Tux is yet a much more valuable Ad- ; 

vantage than the Former; and that is, they are 
_ fooner freed from thoſe Temptations which 


might 


"4 i ) 


” might aſſault them; which might not only em- 


bitter their Lives here, but endanger their Hap- 
pineſs hereafter. While we ſtay in this. World, 
we are always in a Sate of Warfare: and how- 
ever diligent and fucceſsful we may be in our | 
Attacks againſt Vice, yet conſidering both the 
Number and the Nature of our Enemies, we can 
never be ſure of an entire Victory. The beſt 
Inclinations, the beſt Habits, may ſome time or 
another be corrupted : the ſevereſt Virtue may 
be thrown off its Guard: and the Glory of an 
whole Life polluted in one unhappy Moment. 
This I mention, to ſhew that it is poſſible, even 
for the beſt Diſpolitions to fail: and in a matter 
of ſuch vaſt Importance, we cannot but account 
it a great Bleſſing to be delivered from the Dan- 
ger even of a Poſhbility. The ſtrongeſt Virtue | 
is at beſt but a tender Plant; and requires to be 
nouriſhed with great Care and Caution. How 
eaſily are we frightened by Adverſity | how ſoon 


doth Proſperity betray us! In ourſelves we carry - 


about us the Seeds of Corruption: and too often, 
| C 


even 
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(28) 
even the Confidence of our own Innocence proves 
our worſt Enemy, and helps to deſtroy us. 

AT As l in this Garden of Life, the faireſt 
Flower can give us but very faint Aſſurances, 
that it will bloom to Perfection. The ſingle 
Blaſt of a Tempeſt, may tear it from us for ever: 

the Inſects, that flutter in the Sunſhine, may 
ſpoil and pollute it: the Stem, that it ſtands on 
may wither and deſert it: and the very Ground, 
to which it owes its Nouriſhment, may fink a- 
way from it; or harbour ſuch Enemies as waſte 
and conſume it. But once tranſplanted into the 
Heavenly Paradiſe, it reads, and blooms, and 


| Houriſhes for ever. 
ge, which I ſhall 


AND this is the laſt Advanta 
mention of the early Death of virtuous Perſons; 
that it puts them in Poſſeſſion of their eternal Re- 
ward. With them, the Time of working is now 
ſpent ; and they are gone to receive the — 
pence of their Labours. Their L Day of Tryal is 
now over ; and their Day of Reward is at Hand. 


Happy — who have thus lafely 1 got out mo ; 
= 


. 
the Reach of this World, and all its Miſeries, ; 
and all its Temptations | Who have out-rid 

all the Storms, which encumbered them in this 


. Voyage of Life! and are now at reſt in the Ha-. 
. ven, where they would be | Who are numbered a- 


mong the Children of Gop | and NU Lot is a- 
mong the Saints | 
| Is this comfortable View; in this modeſt | 
-nce of an happyEternity ; ; ſurely we may 


well n upon this excellent Perſon, whoſe Re- 
mains lie now before us. Surely that more than 


filial Duty and Affection; (the juſt and willing 


5 Return of a moſt prudent and tender Education) 


that ſweet Ingenuouſneſs of Diſpoſition; that 
unaffected Meekneſs and Humility of Mind; 
that modeſt Innocence, which threw a e 
Grace round every Part of her Behaviour; and 
(which I particularly mention from my own 
Experience) ks and Sincerity in Religion, ſo 


1 rare among young People; and that Impatience 


of Scandal; and Tenderneſs for the Failings of 
5 others; B as they were her Wen Ornaments i in che 
Lite, 
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T0 him, who by a faithful Continuance in good 
Works /eeks for Glory and Honour and I. mmorta- 


5 ty, the * Life will be "I —_— WW 


(2) 
Lite,will alfo continue to herHappineſs i in another. 
InsTEap therefore of repining at our own 


Loſs, let us all labour to imitate her Perfections. 
Let all thoſe who knew her, ſtudy to be like 
her: Let them kindle at fo bright an Example; 
and bluſh to confeſs, that they are not able to 

arrive at the Goal, which in ſo tender an Age 


ſhe had attained before them. In a Word, let 


every one of us (whatever our Years or Condition 
may be) ſtill follow her in thoſe Steps, which 
have pointed out her Way to Glory. Let us not 
number our Days by the Minutes, or the Hours, 
that mark them; but by the true Improvements, 
chat we have made in them : Remembring al- 
ways, that our whole Happineſs conſiſts in the 


and unfeigned Practice of Virtue : and 


that, to him, who f fails in this important Point, 


the longeſt Life will prove miſerably ſhort : But _ | 


